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Read me first: 

• This exam consists of 70 mixed format objective questions worth one point each 
(including five reading passages). 

• For multiple choice questions, there is only one best answer unless the question 
directs you to “choose all that apply.” 

• At the end of the exam, you’ll write one essay from a choice of three options. This essay 
is worth 30% of your exam grade. 

 

Passage #1: 
Excerpt from “Hooked on Our Smartphones” 
You’ll read a one page excerpt from a New York Times article written about the effects of our 
phone use on our lives and answer the questions that follow it. 

 

• Be able to discern the author’s overall argument. 

• Be able to identify examples of how the author uses logos, ethos, or pathos to support her argument. 
 

Grammar Goofs 
Review the most common “grammar goofs” that good writers make (you’ll find this back in our 
College Essay unit or in Schoology, in the vocab and grammar folder). 

• If one of the bold sections is incorrect, choose the letter that identifies the incorrect 
portion.  

• If both of the bold sections are correct, choose C: all correct.  
• If both of the bold sections are incorrect, choose D: all incorrect. 

Sample: 

• (A) Your going to want to read through (B) your college essay a few times before hitting that submit 
button, otherwise you may be waving acceptance goodbye. (C) all correct     (D) all incorrect 

 

Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World 
Character Identification: be able to match the description to the character. Each will be used once. 

• John  Popé 
• Linda  Tomakin 
• Shakespeare Helmholtz 
• Lenina  Bernard 
• Huxley  Mustapha Mond 

 
Sample: 

• Alpha-Plus psychologist who begins the novel as a potential rebel, but ends the novel groveling as he's 
exiled to Iceland 

• Savage who values emotions and literature over stability and progress 

• The man who John contemplates stabbing, a la Shakespeare's Hamlet 
 
Multiple Choice & True/False: choose the best answer. 

Sample: 

• Be able to recognize some of the historical, scientific, and technological developments that influenced 
Huxley’s writing of Brave New World 

• Recall plot details related to key characters, such as John’s life before he’s brought to the World State 
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• What are some things the World Staters are conditioned to do? To avoid? 

• What are some ways the World State controls their populace? 

• What’s the World State’s motto? 

• Be able to identify each of the following and what it has to do with the society portrayed in BNW: 
Pavlovian conditioning   /   free will   /   Bokanovsky's Process   /   social predestination  / Centrifugal Bumble Puppy 

• What characteristics of the World State are also characteristic of a traditional dystopia?  
What characteristics of the W.S. make it more like a utopia? 

• Be able to identify some of the satirical techniques that Huxley employs in BNW (and try to point to a 
specific text example for each). Consider, for example: 

exaggeration   /   irony   /   juxtaposition   /   parody 
 

 

Passage #2:  
Excerpt from Chapter 15 of Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World 
Read an excerpt from the chapter and answer the questions that follow it. You can find the full chapter here. 
 
 

• What does the Savage do in this chapter to rebel against the World State, and what motivates him to 
attempt this rebellion? 

• What are the “maggots” referred to in this passage? 

• Where in this chapter do we see a moment of epiphany for the Savage: a sudden realization or newfound 
understanding? 

• On seeing the khaki mob, the Savage shouts out: “How many goodly creatures are there here!...How 
beauteous mankind is! O brave new world…” Explain the importance of this oft-repeated line of the 
Savage, for both the character and for Huxley. 

• What are some motifs, symbols, or thematic elements from the novel as a whole that are also found in 
this chapter?  

 

Passage #3:  
Excerpt from Chapter 1 of George Orwell’s 1984 
Read this excerpt and answer the questions that follow it. 
 
One  
 
It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking thirteen. Winston Smith, his chin nuzzled into 
his breast in an effort to escape the vile wind, slipped quickly through the glass doors of Victory 
Mansions, though not quickly enough to prevent a swirl of gritty dust from entering along with him.  
 
The hallway smelt of boiled cabbage and old rag mats. At one end of it a coloured poster, too large for 
indoor display, had been tacked to the wall. It depicted simply an enormous face, more than a metre 
wide: the face of a man of about forty-five, with a heavy black moustache and ruggedly handsome 
features. Winston made for the stairs. It was no use trying the lift. Even at the best of times it was 
seldom working, and at present the electric current was cut off during daylight hours. It was part of 
the economy drive in preparation for Hate Week. The flat was seven flights up, and Winston, who was 
thirty-nine and had a varicose ulcer above his right ankle, went slowly, resting several times on the way. 
On each landing, opposite the lift-shaft, the poster with the enormous face gazed from the wall. It was one 
of those pictures which are so contrived that the eyes follow you about when you move. BIG BROTHER 
IS WATCHING YOU, the caption beneath it ran.  
 
Inside the flat a fruity voice was reading out a list of figures which had something to do with the production 
of pig iron. The voice came from an oblong metal plaque like a dulled mirror which formed part of the 
surface of the right-hand wall. Winston turned a switch and the voice sank somewhat, though the words 
were still distinguishable. The instrument (the telescreen, it was called) could be dimmed, but there was 

https://www.huxley.net/bnw/fifteen.html
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no way of shutting it off completely. He moved over to the window: a smallish, frail figure, the meagreness 
of his body merely emphasized by the blue overalls which were the uniform of the party. His hair was very 
fair, his face naturally sanguine, his skin roughened by coarse soap and blunt razor blades and the cold 
of the winter that had just ended.  
 
Outside, even through the shut window-pane, the world looked cold. Down in the street little eddies of 
wind were whirling dust and torn paper into spirals, and though the sun was shining and the sky a harsh 
blue, there seemed to be no colour in anything, except the posters that were plastered everywhere. The 
black-moustachio'd face gazed down from every commanding corner. There was one on the house-front 
immediately opposite. BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU, the caption said, while the dark eyes looked 
deep into Winston's own. Down at street level another poster, torn at one corner, flapped fitfully in the 
wind, alternately covering and uncovering the single word INGSOC. In the far distance a helicopter 
skimmed down between the roofs, hovered for an instant like a bluebottle, and darted away again with a 
curving flight. It was the police patrol, snooping into people's windows. The patrols did not matter, 
however. Only the Thought Police mattered.  
 
Behind Winston's back the voice from the telescreen was still babbling away about pig iron and the 
overfulfillment of the Ninth Three-Year Plan. The telescreen received and transmitted simultaneously. Any 
sound that Winston made, above the level of a very low whisper, would be picked up by it, moreover, so 
long as he remained within the field of vision which the metal plaque commanded, he could be seen as 
well as heard. There was of course no way of knowing whether you were being watched at any given 
moment. How often, or on what system, the Thought Police plugged in on any individual wire was 
guesswork. It was even conceivable that they watched everybody all the time. But at any rate they could 
plug in your wire whenever they wanted to. You had to live -- did live, from habit that became instinct -- in 
the assumption that every sound you made was overheard, and, except in darkness, every movement 
scrutinized.  
 
Winston kept his back turned to the telescreen. It was safer; though, as he well knew, even a back can be 
revealing. A kilometre away the Ministry of Truth, his place of work, towered vast and white above the 
grimy landscape. This, he thought with a sort of vague distaste -- this was London, chief city of Airstrip 
One, itself the third most populous of the provinces of Oceania. He tried to squeeze out some childhood 
memory that should tell him whether London had always been quite like this. Were there always these 
vistas of rotting nineteenth-century houses, their sides shored up with baulks of timber, their windows 
patched with cardboard and their roofs with corrugated iron, their crazy garden walls sagging in all 
directions? And the bombed sites where the plaster dust swirled in the air and the willow-herb straggled 
over the heaps of rubble; and the places where the bombs had cleared a larger patch and there had 
sprung up sordid colonies of wooden dwellings like chicken-houses? But it was no use, he could not 
remember: nothing remained of his childhood except a series of bright-lit tableaux, occurring against no 
background and mostly unintelligible.  
 
The Ministry of Truth -- Minitrue, in Newspeak -- was startlingly different from any other object in sight. It 
was an enormous pyramidal structure of glittering white concrete, soaring up, terrace after terrace, 300 
metres into the air. From where Winston stood it was just possible to read, picked out on its white 
face in elegant lettering, the three slogans of the Party:  
 

WAR IS PEACE 
FREEDOM IS SLAVERY 

IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH 
 
...  

 
It was a peculiarly beautiful book. Its smooth creamy paper, a little yellowed by age, was of a kind 
that had not been manufactured for at least forty years past. He could guess, however, that the 
book was much older than that. He had seen it lying in the window of a frowsy little junk-shop in a 
slummy quarter of the town (just what quarter he did not now remember) and had been stricken 
immediately by an overwhelming desire to possess it. Party members were supposed not to go into 
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ordinary shops ('dealing on the free market', it was called), but the rule was not strictly kept, because 
there were various things, such as shoelaces and razor blades, which it was impossible to get hold of in 
any other way. He had given a quick glance up and down the street and then had slipped inside and 
bought the book for two dollars fifty. At the time he was not conscious of wanting it for any particular 
purpose. He had carried it guiltily home in his briefcase. Even with nothing written in it, it was a 
compromising possession.  
 
The thing that he was about to do was to open a diary. This was not illegal (nothing was illegal, since 
there were no longer any laws), but if detected it was reasonably certain that it would be punished by 
death, or at least by twenty-five years in a forced-labour camp. Winston fitted a nib into the penholder and 
sucked it to get the grease off. The pen was an archaic instrument, seldom used even for signatures, and 
he had procured one, furtively and with some difficulty, simply because of a feeling that the beautiful 
creamy paper deserved to be written on with a real nib instead of being scratched with an ink-pencil. 
Actually he was not used to writing by hand. Apart from very short notes, it was usual to dictate 
everything into the speakwrite which was of course impossible for his present purpose. He dipped the pen 
into the ink and then faltered for just a second. A tremor had gone through his bowels. To mark the paper 
was the decisive act. In small clumsy letters he wrote:  
 
April 4th, 1984. 
 

• What do the following lines reveal about the state of London that Winston lives in? 
 

Winston made for the stairs. It was no use trying the lift. Even at the best of times it was seldom 
working, and at present the electric current was cut off during daylight hours. 
 
Were there always these vistas of rotting nineteenth-century houses, their sides shored up with 
baulks of timber, their windows patched with cardboard and their roofs with corrugated iron, their 
crazy garden walls sagging in all directions? 

 

• What evidence from the text allows the reader to infer that Winston is a potentially rebellious character? 

• Why is Winston drawn to the diary? 

• What are the three slogans of the Party? What do you think the government’s purpose is with these 
slogans? Point to some text evidence to support your conclusion. 

• How can we tell that Winston has little knowledge of the past? Point to some text evidence. 

• Be able to choose the closest synonym for a word based on how it’s used in a sentence. 

• Identify some images, objects, or motifs that demonstrate the government’s power and control over the 
people of this society. 

 

MLA citation  

Know rules for MLA conventions, 8th edition, such as: 
 

• If I borrow another author's ideas and words (such as when I quote from a source), do I need to cite my 
source? 

• If I borrow another author's ideas, but rephrase them into my own words (such as when I paraphrase 
from a source), do I need to cite my source? 

• The titles of novels, plays, books, and films should be… 

• The titles of articles, short stories, songs, and specific chapters should be... 

• What would a parenthetical citation look like for a quote from page 151 of Phil Klay's novel, 
Redeployment? 

• How would you quote something that already contains a quote? 

• What are the formatting rules for MLA block/long quotations?  

• …For a Works Cited page? 

• …For a Works Cited entry? 
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Passage #4: 
 Sonnet 18 or Sonnet 73 by William Shakespeare 
You’ll be given either Sonnet 18 or Sonnet 73; reread it and then answer a few questions about it. 

• What is the structure of a Shakespearean sonnet? (How many lines? Quatrains? Rhyme scheme? 

• What is the central theme of Sonnet 18? Sonnet 73? Point to some text evidence to support your claim. 

• What metaphors and comparisons does Shakespeare use in Sonnet 18? Sonnet 73? 

• Be able to paraphrase (or at minimum, comprehend) what the speaker is saying in each sonnet. 
 

Literary & Dramatic Devices 
Match the term to its definition 
allusion   /   antithesis   /   aside   /   pun   /   soliloquy 
 

Passage #5: Excerpt from Hamlet Act 1, Scene 2 
Refer to Hamlet’s soliloquy from Act 1, scene 2 of the play and answer the questions that follow it, based on the 
passage. 
Flourish. All but Hamlet exit. 
 
HAMLET 
O, that this too, too sullied flesh would melt,                     133 
Thaw, and resolve itself into a dew, 
Or that the Everlasting had not fixed 
His canon ’gainst self-slaughter! O God, God, 
How weary, stale, flat, and unprofitable 
Seem to me all the uses of this world! 
Fie on ’t, ah fie! ’Tis an unweeded garden 
That grows to seed. Things rank and gross in nature       140 
Possess it merely. That it should come to this: 
But two months dead—nay, not so much, not two. 
So excellent a king, that was to this 
Hyperion to a satyr; so loving to my mother 
That he might not beteem the winds of heaven 
Visit her face too roughly. Heaven and Earth, 
Must I remember? Why, she would hang on him 
As if increase of appetite had grown 
By what it fed on. And yet, within a month 
(Let me not think on ’t; frailty, thy name is woman!),         150 
A little month, or ere those shoes were old 
With which she followed my poor father’s body, 
Like Niobe, all tears—why she, even she 
(O God, a beast that wants discourse of reason 
Would have mourned longer!), married with my uncle, 
My father’s brother, but no more like my father 
Than I to Hercules. Within a month, 
Ere yet the salt of most unrighteous tears 
Had left the flushing in her gallèd eyes, 
She married. O, most wicked speed, to post                    160 
With such dexterity to incestuous sheets! 
It is not, nor it cannot come to good. 
But break, my heart, for I must hold my tongue. 

• In lines 133-138, what does Hamlet reveal his thoughts about? 

• What figurative devices does Hamlet use in this soliloquy? 

• Who (and what) does Hamlet compare Claudius to? 

• Be able to paraphrase (or at least understand) what Hamlet’s talking about throughout this soliloquy 
 


