Kite Runner

Background Notes 
Kite Fighting / Kite Running Tradition

Competitive /betting culture (objective is to cut other kites down with glass-enhanced string)

Winner:  last kite flying

Winner:  Kite Runner – catches the next to last kite flying (keeps kite as prize)

Many festivals, multiple countries & ethnicities

Afghanistan—1900 – 1979
1919, Independence

Monarchy, urban areas westernized (close ties with Soviets during cold war)

1978, Military coup (Marxist regime)

Soviet Invasion and the Mujahideen (1979-1989):

1979 Soviets invade (Cold War)

US CIA trained, armed and financed the Mujahideen (Mujahid = “struggler” / “freedom fighters”)

Loss of common culture due to Russian influence

Soviets forced out, failure to establish a united government

USSR casualties: ~14,000; Afghan casualties: ~ 1 million + 2 million displaced

1990s Afghanistan—Rise of the Taliban

Emerged as a force in Afghan politics after Soviets fled

Some were former Mujahideen, some came from Pakistan

Known for brutal force, strict Islamic law (yet ironically, reunited the country)

Never recognized by the UN

Taliban insurgents still exist today; pockets of uprising

Afghanistan—U.S. involvement

After Soviets fled, US backed off, leaving the country in shambles

US attempts to remove Taliban from power after 9/11

Bin Laden and Al-Qaeda were harbored by the Taliban

Current attempt to keep Taliban at bay (current politics, negotiations, President Hamid Karzai)

Afghanistan—perspective on women 1965-present

1960s – women were educated, employed

1970s – abandoned veil in urban areas, compulsory education, removal of bride price 

1980s – Soviet Occupation 

1990s – Taliban control; ALL rights removed; forced to wear burqa, stay in home

Afghanistan culture—Pashtun (Ethnic Majority)

Religion: Sunni muslims (Majority)

Language: Pashtu

Region: South and Eastern Afghanistan 

Culture: Pashtunwali (ethical code): hospitality, courage, revenge, honor

Of Interest: Brutally oppressed the Hazaras

Afghanistan culture—Hazara (Ethnic Minority)

Religion: Shia muslims (Minority)

Language: Hazaragee

Culture: descendants of Genghis Khan, mixed Asian and Indian features (Mongolian)

Of Interest:  9/11 and the events that followed liberated them 

