
English 4 / A Long Way Gone Vocab 

A Long Way Gone: Completing the Sentence 
1. Ishmael's story begins in a bucolic and almost ____ setting, but the brutality of civil war soon changes 
the path of his life. 
2. Few people are aware that the origins of their diamond ring may rest in the ____ and butchery of 
hundreds of innocent people. 
3. Whether we’re talking about totalitarian governments like North Korea or dystopian societies like the 
World State, ____ has always proven to be a powerful rhetorical weapon to influence hearts and minds. 
4. The government forces ____ the village with soldiers in anticipation of the rebels’ assault. 
5. Boys in Ishmael’s situation, cornered by warlords with guns, faced an impossible ____: attempt to flee 
and be killed, or become a child soldier and confront a terrible new reality. 
6. The RUF and the government army used violent films and initiation rites to ____ their soldiers into 
believing that the enemy—fellow Sierra Leoneans—were monsters. 
7. At some point during my walk, a convoy of cars, military vans, and Mercedes-Benzes ____ with 
national flags passed by. 
8. Ishmael ends up earning the name “Green Snake” due to the ease with which he’s able to sneak 
through the brush, scout, and perform ____ without alerting anyone else to his presence. 
9. Headphones in, volume up, she hit play and closed her eyes as the ____ sound of Kendrick and 
Rihanna’s voices kicked in. 
10. In an ironic (and bloody) twist over the course of Sierra Leone's Civil War, a group of Sierra Leone's 
own soldiers who called themselves the AFRC actually allied with the RUF and attempted a ____ to take 
over the nation. 
11. In his memoir, Beah says he has a(n) ____ photographic memory that allows him to remember 
details of the day-to-day moments of my life, perfectly. 
12. His face ____ confidence from the other men; his wide grin and hearty laughter quickly spread to 
them as well. 
13. When Ishmael Beah first ____ to Sierra Leone, he returned to speak as a UN representative for Sierra 
Leonean children affected by war. 
14. Sierra Leone isn't the only nation where children as young as seven years old have been _______ 
into forced military service. 
15. After weeks of running through the forest with little to no food, I sunk my teeth into the mango and 
closed my eyes in ____ as I tasted the fruit. 
16. A(n) ____ disorder can lead you to quite literally think yourself ill, such as a chest pain that’s due 
purely to stress and not physiological heart problems. 
17. Even after the war ended, orphaned children ended up scattered across the country like ____ on the 
beach. 
18. Sierra Leone’s civil war wasn’t a(n) ____ war over religious or political differences as many often are; 
instead, its origins were more about the abuse of power, resources, and rebellion gone awry. 
19. “We must strive to be like the moon” is a(n) ____ that Ishmael says is reminder to be gentle and 
good to others.  
20. Under the ____ of the Kimberley Process, the diamond industry has attempted to prevent the sale of 
“blood diamonds” in the wider market.  


